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I 
Stewardship News  

and Views 
 

      n this issue of Bountiful Blessings, 

the focus is on our gifts to support the Church 
and all of its missions and responsibilities here 
in Virginia and around the world.  United 
Methodist Church giving is about people 
working together to accomplish something 
bigger than themselves. Through our tithes 
and offerings, we can impact significant 
change, all in the name of Jesus Christ.                                 

  “But you will receive 
power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be 
my witnesses in   
Jerusalem, in all  
Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of 
the earth.”   

Acts 1:8 (NRSV) 

Mission and Ministry - The Mission & Ministries     

Apportionment includes support for ministries in Virginia and 
around the world for children, youth, and adults, funding for     
campus ministries, prison chaplain ministries, response to natural 
disasters, and ministries with persons from all walks of life.  

Beyond Apportioned Funds……. 

“Designated Giving” lets contributors designate 

support for more than 800 projects related to the General 
Board of Global Ministries.  

Changing Lives For Christ  It seems that we 

get pleas to support important charities almost every day in 
our mailboxes, on TV and billboards, and in newspapers and 
magazines. Many non-profit organizations are able to tell 
their compelling stories over and over so that people are 
touched by the way they can change lives.  Well, the United 
Methodist Church has a story, too, that everyone needs to 
hear! 

WE do change lives for Christ…. individually by seizing every 
opportunity to have a compassionate and serving heart.   

WE do change lives for Christ….. by working within our      
Warwick Memorial faith community to reach out, spreading 
hope and the love of God to people we don’t even know. We 
care for the homeless and the hungry, welcome the stranger, 
and help the hurting and lost find acceptance and mercy.  

WE do change lives for Christ…. Together, United Methodists 
do remarkable ministry around the world. Through our gifts, 
we are able to care for survivors of earthquakes and storms, 
invest for the long term in vulnerable communities, send help 
to those suffering from disease (such as the Ebola epidemic), 
and equip the next generation to have successful futures.  

[Ap-por-tion-ment  n 1. a distribution in shares           
according to a plan] . . . And what a plan it is!  
The General Council on Finance and Administration establishes budgets 
for 7 Funds that support worldwide missions and ministries, operations 
of agencies, seminaries, colleges, bishops, the Judicial Council,             
ecumenical ministries, and conferences.  Designated Giving supports   
special projects and Special Programs are supported by Special Sunday 
Offerings. 
The words “Paying Apportionments” mean nothing if it isn’t understood 
what is accomplished with those dollars.   

We should know about some of the important work of apportionments... 

The Advance for Christ and His Church is a program of 
The United Methodist Church for voluntary,            

designated, second-mile giving. Each Advance project 
has been evaluated and approved so that your       

individual gifts, joined with gifts from other churches, 
will make a significant difference and impact in the 

lives of others. 100% of every gift made through The 
Advance goes to the designated project.  

The John Wesley Hospital Boat is 
an Advance project that supports 
medical care to isolated villages 
along the Amazon River in Brazil.  



Our Mission       
“to make disciples of Jesus Christ for  
the transformation of the world.”    

Warwick Memorial United Methodist Church 
38 Hoopes Road * Newport News, VA  23602 

(757) 877-2270 * www.WMUMC.org 
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org 

Young Samantha Freeman had just returned from a  
missionary trip to Africa with her father when she     
entered a nationwide essay contest. Especially           
inspirational were these words: 

      “There is no better feeling than to know that I             
       can make a difference. Big or small. Whether it       
       be organizing a fundraiser that will result in  
       20,000 meals being distributed to starving kids in 
       Asia or simply making someone smile in the     
      hallway.  The result is the same: My heart is full.  
      To be full of love and joy I must give it away or 
      else it will be wasted.” 

this     believe 
Interdenominational Cooperation Fund - provides 

basic support for various Christian denominations’ agencies that 
work with the United Methodist Churches in disaster relief and      
recovery, refugee assistance, mission education, and people in      
poverty.  We are able to participate in God’s mission in cooperation 
with other Christians to do even more. 

The Africa University provides the United Methodist 

Church with a powerful opportunity to be in ministry to millions of 
people on the African continent seeking to know more about Christ. 
The Africa University is the United Methodist Church’s response to 
the enormous growth of Christians in Africa, providing training and 
education for them to stay in their own country to serve.  Since   
opening in 1992, the student body has now reached almost 1300, 
which we support to sustain this valuable ministry. 

The World Service Fund - enables United Methodists 

to be in mission and ministry in 167 countries throughout the world. 
The World Service Fund manages the missionary projects and    
workers year round.  Every dollar contributed to the support of     
approximately 1,070   mission workers goes directly to them. 
Through World Service, we who live, work, and do ministry here in 
Virginia can reach out to the world beyond our doors with our love 
and resources. 

UMCgiving.org  
Information on how and where 13 million 
United Methodists make a difference in 

the lives of  others and themselves. 

i  

“Voluntary Generosity”                            
Pastor Bert used these words in a prayer of thanks for a worship   
service offering recently. It reminds us that our commitments to  
support our church and all that it does with our 
tithes and gifts also involve our hearts to volun-
tary generosity, compassion, and the desire to 
Love, Learn, Grow, and Serve Through Christ.   

The church is not like a pool membership or club 
that requires dues. We are part of a community  
of faith, interested in touching lives and making a 
difference in the world in the name of Jesus 

 

Beyond Apportionments Cont. 

Emergency Response: The United Methodist        
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) was founded in 1940.  
Its mission is to alleviate human suffering - in war, 
conflict or natural disaster -with open minds and 
hearts to all people. All of us have the opportunity to 
contribute with second-mile giving or by assembling 
the Kits for Conference each year for distribution 
throughout the world. 

When Katrina struck the Gulf Coast, many of us 
saw in TV news reports that an UMCOR relief 
truck had arrived on the scene as one of the 1st 
responders.   

   
UMCOR stays long after a disaster is no longer a  
news item to give aid to those who are in need. 
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http://umcor.org
http://umcor.org

